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Minutes 
 

 Of the Meeting held on Tuesday 10th March 2015 at 7.30 pm – at St. Ives Town Hall 
 

Present:  
Colin Saunderson (CS) : Fenstanton PC 

Jean Chandler  (JC) : Co-opted member 

Margaret Lumb         (ML) : Bluntisham PC 

Lesley Craig  (LC) : Houghton & Wyton PC 

Andy Bush  (AB) : HAT (Hilton Action against Traffic) 

Keith Sisman  (KS) : Upwood PC 

Eda McPherson  (EM) : Holwell-cum-Needingworth PC 

Matthew Fox  (MF) : OldHurst PC 

Justo Perez  (JP) : Hilton PC 

Brian Burpitt  (BB) : HCV Group 

Peter Smith  (PS) : St. Ives Town Council 

Jeff Nicholls  (JN) : Earith PC 

Noel Baker  (NB) : Wyton-on-the-Hill PC 

Bob Hare  (BH) : Neighbourhood Watch 

Mike Newman  (MN) : Pidley-cum-Fenton  PC 

Andy Street  (AS) : Cambridgeshire Police 

Owen McLaughlin (OM) : Secretary 

 

 

1 Welcomes & Apologies   
 
Apologies had been received from:  Graham Bull, Ken Attwood and Kate Williams 
The meeting gave a warm welcome to Matthew Fox representing OldHurst PC. 

 
2 Minutes - To approve Minutes of  the meeting on 13th  January 2015 
 
Motion to approve the minutes of the last meeting held on January 13th 2015. CS proposed, PS seconded. All 
in favour. 
 

3 Matters arising from the Minutes 
 
Item 7: RSC meetings. As requested, CS had met with John Souter and an agreement was reached whereby 
the Town Team would use the Mayor’s Parlour for their meetings when they conflicted with RSC meetings. All 
future meetings in 2015 will therefore be in this chamber except for July 14th when CPRE have booked it. 
 



Item 9: Cycle Route. ML reported on the cycling path work at Bluntisham. The bridge bypass work is to be 
done in Autumn. It will take 10 weeks to complete the work along the bypass. The route will then go through 
Needingworth village. The money for the work came from St. Ives Town Strategy.  
(JN said there was a problem with the lampposts. ML said UK power networks aren’t able to move them at the 
moment). 
 

4 Correspondence 
 
Kate Williams Email 19/02/2015 

OM reported that they had received an email from Kate Williams resigning from the RSC. This was because 
she had resigned from Hemingford Grey PC and could no longer act as their representative. As yet there has 
not been any notification from Hemingford Grey about a replacement. 

ML said that this was a real loss and we had already sent emails expressing our thanks for her services.  

Action: JC suggested that the RSC should send her an official letter of thanks for her contribution to the 
committee. All were in agreement. 
 

Traffic Lights Houghton Road.  

Email received from Michael Stevens, CCC:   06/03/2015 

 
OM said that the RSC had received another rather technical email from Mr Stevens in response to a further 
query about the phasing of the traffic lights and crossings on Houghton Road. 
BH said that he had identified 13 phases. The phases are modified by vehicle and pedestrian demand. It’s 
basically a demand system. For example, if a crossing button is pressed phase 5 is activated. It would seem to 
be running as best it can.  With regard to children crossing, about 20 children can get across at any one 
selection in a 5-6 second window. 
 
PS thought that the biggest problem is how long they have to wait not how long they have to cross. You can 
wait for up to 40 seconds. Kids aren’t going to wait that long. That’s what the real danger is. But you can see 
the CCC point of view. Traffic has to be kept moving. But because of the lengthy wait phases, motorists are 
sometimes not inclined to wait if they see an amber light come up. From the pedestrian perspective they have 
long waits and have to press a lot of buttons.  
 
BH agreed and said the system is really geared up to keep the traffic flowing rather than pedestrian 
convenience. 
 
CS thought the system needed an afternoon pedestrian peak cycle as well.  
ML didn’t think there was a solution at the moment. 
JC requested a copy of the last letter received from CCC. 
 
Action:  OM to circulate the last email. 
Action:  OM to email thanks to Mr Stevens for his diligence.  
 

5 Review of Active Items 
 
Item 31 Hill Rise / Houghton Road   
Issue There is concern about the pedestrian crossing at Elm Drive. Lots of children use this. There is a 

waiting area but there are no rails. The problems arise when too many children use it at once. 

NB questioned whether the traffic lights at Hill Rise/ Houghton Road junction were sequenced 

correctly. Drivers were jumping the red lights.  

Also there is an application to build another 200 houses on remaining holes of golf course in St. 

Ives. The exit from the new estate will be on High Leys. This could compound the problem 

described above.  

Meeting 

Comment 

This has largely been covered in item 4. 



Item 32 Market Street / Station Road St. Ives 

Issue The corner is very tight so that buses going round it completely block the road. Whenever a 

disabled driver parks outside Petzone it can bring traffic to a halt. This means virtually the 

whole of the one way system around the Quadrant. The new bus stop here has made problems 

much worse.  

There is often a problem with disabled badge holders some of whom think they can park where 

they want. But unless there is a physical obstruction little can be done by the police. 

Meeting 

Comment 

AS said that the situation is still bad but there’s not much to be done at the moment. 

ML wondered why the bus stop had been pushed out into the road? 

CS thought this was so people could get past on the pavement.  There is a potential solution if 

the bus could go further before people got on board. 

 

After some discussion it was agreed that nothing could be done on this issue at the moment and 

it should be moved to the watching items. 

 
6 Review of Remaining Items  
 
Item 5 Earith High Street:  
JN reported that there was no change here but there will now be a lot more lorries turning at George Corner as 
a result of the approval of the Latta’s Farm planning application. 
 

Item 6: Low Road, Fenstanton.  
CS reported that Fenstanton PC had taken down the Speedwatch sign. Also the bushes on the roundabout 
have grown a bit and are affecting visibility. 
JC said that the roundabout sponsors had cut the bushes last time. 
CS said that the sponsors had changed and he would try and find out who they are.. 

 
Item 14: Lloyds bank parking 
AS said that the situation hadn’t changed. Might be worth chasing them up again.  
 
CS reported problems with disabled drivers parking outside Thomas Morris. HCVs had problems getting round 
them. Pages 21-22 of the Blue Badge booklet are explicit about where you can and cannot park. 
AS said that some simply don’t obey the rules. 
MF thought they should be reported. 
BH suggested that maybe the pavement should be marked as a loading zone but CS thought that could cause 
even more problems.   
JC said that a couple of meetings ago she had given AS a card from the Fire Service which they use to 
educate motorists about bad parking.  AS replied that some of these had in fact been distributed. It’s a 
common sense appeal.  
AB asked why they couldn’t be ticketed. 
AS said they could, but it’s hard to prove an obstruction unless it’s a very clear case. If not it will be thrown out. 
People have been ticketed and it’s not been followed up.  His main grievance was with people parking on the 
roundabout.  The problem is better than it was but the only real solution is to tow them away. 
 
Item 23: Guided Bus Route, North Road 
ML thought perhaps we should remove this item. There is a code of conduct which seems to work. 
CS agreed that there was nothing to be gained by leaving it on the list. 
NB asked if the Town Council had looked at it. 
PS said they had. The only way it would work is if it was a voluntary one-way system for the buses. 
LC asked why not just change the bus route? 
CS said that a one-way system was the reason why so much money was spent on the rising bollards.  It was 
just an election ploy. 
 
Item 35: Marley Road/Burleigh Road – Speed Limit 
EM said that as you come out of the Rainbow Centre, the new lamppost really restricts vision when turning 
right. 



AS said he would have a look at that. 
 
Item 38: Thorndown School Crossing 
PS reported that the Town Council bid was approved by the county. The council have asked them not to do 
anything until the refurbishment is complete when they will know exactly what needs to be done. The work 
should be finished by the Easter holidays.  
 

7 Speedwatch Situation 
 
ML said that three members of the RSC had attended the Speedwatch Conference on March 5th at Police HQ. 
It would be helpful if each of us who attended could give their own impressions. She had also received an 
email from Rebecca Avery of Cambs police regarding Speedwatch.  (This is attached to these minutes at 
Appendix A). 
 
MF said that Speedwatch is still working in Oldhurst. There are now 200 schemes in operation and they are 
looking for district coordinators. There is also new equipment coming which is lighter than the old kit. 
(AS said the new kit is not quite ready yet).  
BB said they had tried the new signs but they were too light and can get blown away. 
 
ML went on to say that there is a problem with the waiting time for the 101 number and teams can’t use 999. 
AS said that is not quite right. What was said was that there is now no requirement to dial 101 before a session 
because there have actually been few, if any, threats to volunteers. The advice now is to just dial 999 if there is 
a real problem.  
 
JC said that when Speedwatch was first mooted it was thought it could be of great assistance to the police if 
fair-minded people took part. That does not seem to be the case and it needs to get its act together. 
 
JP was at the meeting and his view was that resources are limited and quite a few teams were disgruntled 
about the lack of police attendance. But Chris Savage was clear that lots of attendance was simply not 
possible. There is a need to match expectations with reality. The black boxes are also a very useful way to 
monitor traffic and collect data without any human presence. 
 
ML added that drivers don’t know they are there and so don’t react. Bluntisham want one. KS wondered why 
there was one in Bury when they don’t have a Speedwatch group. AS said that he had requested it. He can 
also request one for Bluntisham. 
 
CS said that he had gone to Knapwell to check the facts as reported at the RSC meeting in January.  He had 
spoken to a resident because the co-ordinator was not there. He was surprised and dismayed at reports that 
he had been rude on Sunday and that he had been sacked last November. Neither assertion was true.  
 
NB asked what then is the decision regarding Speedwatch in this area. 
ML said that Brian Robins is the area co-ordinator. 
 
AS said the situation is that each village now has an autonomous team.  
 
MF thought that the problem with the database was a load of rubbish. AB disagreed and said things had been 
imposed which were not necessary.  AS added that this issue was addressed at the conference. It’s the Star 
Trak system which he didn’t fully understand. AB thought that Star Trak wasn’t the issue, it’s the data that is 
put in. You don’t need to put identifiable data into it. Why not just use the unique ID? 
 
ML said we won’t get anywhere now with this discussion. I think it’s up to each scheme to decide what to do. 
 
BB said he had spoken to Brian Robins on the phone and his opinion was that he had no street credibility. If 
they want to get it up and running in this area they need to speak directly to the volunteers. 
 



AS said that the police are happy to do that but they don’t know who a lot of the volunteers are. This is not a 
criticism of DCM but it’s hard for the police to canvas volunteers. We would be happy to come and speak to 
people.  
 
Justo said it had to be a constructive dialogue. We need to keep personalities out of it. We are all keen to 
reduce speeding.  
 
AB thought it was a failure of diplomacy. Nobody wanted to come to a compromise. 
 
Justo believed negotiation was possible but they don’t want to go over old ground. 
 
ML said that a meeting had been suggested. AB thought that was positive but it should be open to everyone. 
BB said that he could get a list of email addresses from people from DCM.  
 
KS asked how we saw the future of DCM in Speedwatch? ML thought that there wasn’t one. 
 
OM said that DCM was setting up his own group called Speed Check Services. He had offered to pass on 
statistics to the RSC. BB said that was correct. They just check speeds while sitting in a car.  
 
JP thought it was fine if he wanted to do that. But the black boxes are the key to getting homogenous data. 
He’d rather go behind the official data. 
 
AS said that police support in South Cambs was from specials but they had lost interest. They are now trying 
to get them aligned to policing teams.  
 
JP suggested that we write to BR to clear up any inconsistency. We should also advocate the use of black 
boxes but only give them to active Speedwatch villages. AS advised that making the request through him  was 
the simplest method.  
 
MN commented that invitations to the meeting on March 5th had been selective. Pidley, for example,  weren’t 
invited.  
 
 

8 Accident Statistics and Trends 
 
OM summarized the most concerning numbers from the latest quarterly road accident statistics published by 
the DfT.  

• 4% increase in killed and seriously injured (KSI) overall  

• 3% increase in KSI among children 

• 8% increase in KSI among cyclists 

• 7% increase in KSI among motorcyclists 
 
These figures relate to the year ending September 2014 compared with the previous year. 
 
KS commented that there had been lots of serious accident recently in the UK. Someone had been killed today 
on the A141 at Wyton. If you take police off the road we will see more accidents. Drivers know where the 
cameras are. Cutting back on police budgets is one cause and road safety policy is a failure. 
MF added that HCV speed limits are going up as well. ML added that limits for tractors had also increased. 
 
JC said she had spent 20 to 30 years doing road safety with children. There is no education in school any 
more. We had safety days with the police. (AS said these still take place). We took a very pro-active role at that 
time. Now there didn’t seem to be any training. No cycle training either.  Can we somehow think how this 
committee can do more?  
PS said that we are all aware that there are more cyclists on the road. There are lots of reasons for that.  We 
want more people to use bikes. If we spent as much as in Denmark we would save billions in health costs. The 
problem is that there are more cars on the road as well. We need to encourage modal shift from cars to cycles. 



AS agreed, and said that nearly all cycling at the moment is leisure cycling.  
 
BB commented on the big increase in cycling accidents in Cambridge last year which had been in the news. 
 
AS said the police were looking to have specialist PCSOs for school liaison. Road safety will be included in 
that. It is dependent on funding but they are confident it will happen. It will be mainly focused around secondary 
schools.  
 

9 Safe Cycling Strategy 
 
PS reported that the St. Ives Town Team are looking at a scheme called ‘Beat the Street’ to encourage people 
to walk or cycle rather than go by car. It could be set up anywhere. They have compiled a list of villages where 
people can walk traffic free.  
OM added that he had been involved with a Beat the Street scheme in Bracknell. School children were given 
contactless smartcards that they used to record walking activity by touching the cards at intervals against 
devices called Walk Tracking Units which were attached to lampposts. Usually a number of schools are 
involved and they compete against each other. The schemes have so far been very successful in encouraging 
physical activity and are also being taken up by other organization besides schools. 
Action: PS to look into this further. 

 
10 RSC Website 
. 
The RSC website is still being hosted by DCM until July so we need to look at other alternatives. 
AB reminded the RSC about a free hosting and web building option which is available and is used by Hilton 
PC. 
 
Action: OM to investigate this and report back to the next meeting. 
BB offered to manage the website.  
 

11 Reports from members: 
 
PS, St.Ives:  He did mention Needingworth road at last Town Council meeting. They are keeping an eye on it 
but it is difficult to find a solution which won’t make something else worse.  His preferred option is to narrow the 
pavement on the Park Side and make the road a bit wider. But this is not a cheap solution. 
 
BB, HCV Rep: 
BB gave a quick report on the progress of the HCV group in preparing a cost/benefit analysis to support the 
case for weight restrictions in those villages which are badly affected by HCV traffic. 
 
ML, Bluntisham:   
ML had been approached to ask the committee if anyone agreed with a 40mph limit on the Needingworth 
bypass.  
No-one thought this was viable proposition.  CS  people will drive as fast as the road conditions will permit.  
 
EM, Holywell-cum-Needingworth: The 30 mph sign has been moved in Needingworth. There are still 
problems with boy racers at night on the bypass.  
AS said they had been challenged at Needingworth but they just move somewhere else. They are a real 
problem.  The police can use interim dispersal orders but they really need some public spaces protection 
orders. The culprits usually do it on Saturday night when police resources are tied up.  
 
BH, Neighbourhood Watch|: There is a problem with the 20 mph limit outside Thorndown School. The limit 
sign is hidden behind a bus stop. Can we do anything about it?   
ML said we should contact highways. Action : BH to do this  
Secondly was there an incident on Thursday on Shakespeare Road? AS said there was a parking 
disagreement and 3 tickets were issued. 
 



JN, Earith:  Reported that minor improvement works had  started in Chapel Road. 
 
JC: Co-opted member: The RSC finances need some attention. Bank statements come care of CS to my 
address.  
The committee has always paid a honorarium of £100 to the Secretary plus another £50 for consumables. OM 
had refused the £50 and had also declined the honorarium this year because of the RSC financial position and 
in view of the fact they might need to pay in future for the meeting accommodation. 
 
There was £473 in the bank but a balance of about £250 was adequate. The RSC  usually get £100 per annum 
from HDC and £50 from St. Ives Town Council. We can also ask the PCs to contribute. But we need to apply 
now.  
JC proposed that the committee pass a motion that the honorarium of £100 should be paid. 
All were in favour. 
 
AB, HAT:  The A14 plans are in and have been accepted.  People have until Thursday to declare themselves 
as an interested party to the application. It can all be done online 
 
KS, Upwood:  Reported that the number of accidents in Upwood is increasing.  
 
CS, Fenstanton:  The pedestrian crossing in London road is going to be fixed,  but there are really more 
important issues to address such as kids getting blown off their bikes by speeding HCVs. 
There was also a fatality at the town end of Meadow Lane. A lady in mobility scooter was run down by a car. 
The inhabitant of  2 Meadow Lane said that there are regular shunts there. She is keeping a log. The day the 
lady was killed there were 2 other accidents.  
 
MN, Pidley:   They had an effective new traffic calming feature in the form of a water pipe being laid. 
 

12 AOB 
 
Wyton-on-the-Hill Representative 
NB said that he would be retiring from the PC in May. No other members of the parish  council want to attend 
the RSC and he would like to continue. Would the RSC approve? 
The meeting agreed unanimously that NB should attend and continue to represent Wyton. 
 
Speedbumps 
CS said that in the course of some work in Cambridge he was made aware of a new type of speed bump in 
Paddicombe way. The ramps are concave in shape and are effective.  The average speed bump is useless. 
Anyone interested please get in touch with him. 
(PS added this is well worth looking at. The existing designof bumps often force cyclists out into the road). 
 

13 Next 3 RSC Meeting Dates 
 
Tuesday May   12th  

Tuesday July   14th  

Tuesday September    8th  



 

Appendix 1 – Email from Rebecca Avery 
 

From: Rebecca.Avery@cambs.pnn.police.uk 
Sent: 09/03/2015 15:55:28 GMT Standard Time 
Subj: Volunteering within Cambridgeshire Constabulary ~[NOT PROTECTIVELY MARKED]~ 

Good Afternoon, 

Having been around and about talking to residents and trying to learn the South Cambridgeshire Area the past few weeks, 
I have picked up one particularly recurring theme: Speeding! 

Speeding has been raised in a number of areas as being a high priority issue to residents. If speeding motorists are going 
to be combated efficiently, particularly in rural areas, then input from local volunteers alongside police efforts is essential.  

Sir Graham holds the contribution and commitment of volunteers across all areas of the constabulary in the highest 
esteem. Alongside ‘Community Speed Watch Co-ordinators’, there are a number of areas where the police are looking to 
recruit Voluntary Support. 

Please see the link below to vacancies for Police Service Volunteers: 

 https://tri-force.tal.net/vx/lang-en-GB/mobile-0/appcentre-cambs_ext/brand-4/xf-
7c9c56a66ba6/candidate/jobboard/vacancy/7/adv/ 

I would be grateful if you could circulate this to any interested parties and please see the Constabulary website for more of 
an overview: http://www.cambs.police.uk/recruitment/volunteers 

Best Wishes, 

Rebecca Avery  

Outreach Worker  

Cambridge, Huntingdon, South and East Cambs. 

Office of the Cambridgeshire Police & Crime Commissioner 

 


